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By E. N. CHAPMAN, M.A., M.D., 


Late Professor of Obstetrics, etc., in the Long Isl- 
and College Hospital. 


In the REPORTER of the 11th of January 
and the 29th of March the writer presented 
two cases of uterine congestion, one attended 
with retroversion of the uterus, and hyper- 
trophy and exfoliation of its corporeal mu- 
cous membrane, and one with anteversion 
of the uterus, and hypertrophy of its mus- 


, cular walls. In the present number it is pro- 


posed to give the history of a third, similar 
in the main to the latter at the outset, that 
_ eventually, through the imprudence of the 
patient, assumed graver proportions by the 
morbid action extending to the ovaries and 
vagina, and implicating, more decidedly, 
the true uterine mucous membrane. This 
case, therefore, as it blends in one the 
prominent features of the two preceding, 
and also presents certain others due to the 
greater area of the disease, offers new clini- 
cal facts that are worthy of careful study, 
facts inexplicable by accepted theories, 
whether that based on the inflammatory, or 
that on the mechanical nature of this class 
of affections. 
. As remarked in connection with the pre- 
vious cases, the uterus is so honeycombed 
with venous canals that, by the physiologi- 
cal afflux of blood, it increases in size during 
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menstruation one-half or more, and during 
pregnancy many times beyond its ordinary 
dimensions, On the flow terminating, or 
the foetus being expelled, then another vital 
law, the reverse of that by which the pre- 
vious excitement was occasioned, comes into 
operation, and restores the bleeding, spongy 
tissues to their normal density, a condition 
in which the circulation is reduced to the 
simple requirements of nutrition. Uterine 
disease consisting, therefore, in a permanent 
activity of erectile vessels, is functional, not 
organic, is observed in the living but not in 
the dead subject, is induced by an imperfect 
monthly or puerperal involution, is perpetu- 
ated by the nervous and vascular excite- 
ment present during the menstrual inter- 
regnum, and is renewed by each fresh arri- 
val of a period. This morbid state, which 
is sui generis, and has no resemblance, how- 
ever slight, to congestion as seen in organs 
other than the genital, would be wholly in- 
comprehensible were it not for the clue to the 
mystery afforded by the peculiarities of the 
structure and the function of the parts in- 
volved. 

The uterus, ovaries, and vagina are linked 
together by branches from the same plexus 
of nerves, have the same system of erectile 
vessels, conspire to the same end, and obey 
the same physiological laws. Consequently a 
distinct pathology for each of these organs 
is impossible, as the congestion of one, two, 
or more is but varying gradations of a com- 
mon morbid action. Even the cervical leu- 
corrhcea and the vaginal mucous inflamma- 
tion are results merely of a deep, underlying 
vascular excitement. This matter, as far as 
it concerns the ovaries, is set in the prope 











2 Communications. 


light by the researches of Dr. Robert Lee, 
as follows :—‘' In another preparation before 
you, the blood vessels of the ovaria and fallo- 
pian tubes have been successfully injected. 
Numerous branches of arteries from the 
spermatics are seen proceeding to the tubes, 
and especially to their outer extremities, 
and forming complete loops or rings around 
them. Branches from the same arteries 
supply the ovaria. There is a plexus of 
«great tortuous veins also seen extending be- 
tween the base of the ovaria and the tubes, 
which are much larger than they would be 
if their sole function were to return the 
blood from the arteries to the tube. These 
veins probably answer the purpose of an 
erectile tissue, and cause the necessary ap- 
proximation of the ovaria and tubes when 
conception takes place.’”’ The structure of 
the vagina is thus given by Cazeaux :—‘‘ The 
walls of the vagina are formed of an erectile, 
spongy tissue, interposed between two very 
strong fibrous lamin, the external of which 
is the thicker; around the erectile tissue a 
condensed layer of moderate thickness is 
found, analogous to the structure of the dar- 
tos membrane. According to Kobelt, this 
erectile tissue is composed of several super- 
posed layers of venous network, which pro- 
ceed from the bulb, the finest ramifications 
extending into the mucous membrane. 
This true spongy body extends continuously 
through the entire limits of the vestibule 
and the vagina, and seems connected with 
the veins of the parenchyma of the uterus. 
-The great vascularity of the walls of the va- 
gina explains, to a certain extent, the dan- 
gers consequent upon their rupture.”’ 
During menstruation not only the uterine 
erectile tissue, but also the ovarian and vagi- 
mal is charged by an active inrushing tide of 
arterial blood. This determination, excited 
bby the vis a fronte, has the uterus for a.cen- 
tre, and only becomes equally decided to the 
more distant points when from some un- 
asual irritation the influx exceeds the capa- 
«city of the vessels that furnish the hemor- 
rhagic flow. In such an emergency the 
web of veins at the bases of the ovaria and 
fn the middle coat of the vagina become 
equally distended with those of the uterus, 
a degree of vascular repletion which is, 
though within the range of health, still on 
the verge of disease. If, however, at this 
the extreme point to which the monthly 
hyperemia ever normally extends, a copious 
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unburdened, the nerves freed from their 
preternatural irritability, and the circula- 
tion restored to its usual force and volume. 
In other words, the erectile tissue of the 
ovaries and vagina will undergo an involu- 
tion similar to, if not identical with that by 
which the calibre of the veins of the uterus 
is reduced to the intermenstrual standard. 
An incompleteness in this process, and the 
prolongation to the next period of a lessened 
grade of nerve-excitement and blood-supply, 
very much as though the monthly molimen 
was remittent instead of intermittent, is 
what the writer implies by the term conges- 
tion of the ovaries and vagina. This con- 
gestion may, like the uterine, persist an in- 
definite length of time, and yet not inflict 
sufficient permanent injury to forbid either 
a restoration to health, or even a possibility 
of conception, provided a treatment is insti- 
tuted that will coincide with the natural ef- 
forts in affecting the monthly involution. 
The physiological and pathological doc- 
trines advocated above, and reiterated time 
and again in the writer’s published opinions, 
are certainly definite and positive enough to 
excite the attention of the most heedless and 
superficial, and yet he is represented as as- 
serting that the uterus, ovaries, and vagina 
are congested like other organs, and that 
this congestion, however severe, extensive, 
and long continued, never runs into inflam- 
mation. On the contrary, he maintains that 
the internal genitalia are as exempt from 
an ordinary congestion, to which the lungs, 
for example, are liable, as from inflamma- 
tion, the one being but the forerunner of the 
other, and both only different stages of the 
same morbid state. 

To fully comprehend the nature of ante- 
version of the uterus, it is necessary to re- 
call the anatomical relations of the bones 
and contents of the pelvis. These relations 
have, in the opinion of most obstetrical 
writers, been accurately determined by the 
researches of Neegtle, who has shown that 
the sacro-vertebral prominence is nearly 
four inches higher than the superior margin 
of the ossa pubis, that the point of the coccyx 
is more than half an inch above the cres- 
centic edge of the sub-pubic ligament, that 
the plane of the superior strait strikes a 
horizontal line at an angle of 60°, that the 
axis of this plane emerges above at the 
umbilicus and infringes below on the coccyx, 
and that the long diameter of the uterus is 
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coincident with this axis. Hence it follows 
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from this deflexion of the uterine axis from 
the perpendicular line, representing the 
axis of the body, that the normal position 
of the womb is one of seMi-anteversion, and 
from this disposition of the bones and soft 
parts of the pelvis, that the force of gravity 
falls upon the bladder, which being a fixed 
organ, is so well fitted to give the needed 
support. The inclination of the uterus is 
insured permanently by the round ligaments 
which tether the fundus forward and down- 
ward, and by the utero-sacral- ligaments: 
which sling the cervix upward and back- 
ward. 

If the uterus be materially increased in 
bulk, whether from pregnancy, polypus, or 
benign disease, its fundus will be raised 
above the superior strait and depressed to a 
still lower level, and its cervix thrown to- 
wards the sacrum and elevated to a higher 
point. Now the weight being augmented 
and superimposed more directly on the blad- 
der, its capacity is diminished and its office 
impaired. The condition being the same in 
each case, whatever the cause of the hyper- 
trophy, permanent relief is attainable by 
one means only, the reduction of the uterus 
to its original size. The child being born, 
the polypus removed, or the congestion sub- 
dued, the uterus undergoes a like process of 
involution and rehabilitation, and then the 
bladder will, since it has suffered no detri- 
ment, support its reduced burden as readily 
as at any previous time. Any plan of treat- 
ment, however specious in theory or popular 
with authors, that does not aim to effecta 
cure as radical as this, is poor and paltry, and 
falls far below the requirements of scientific 
medicine. 

Case.—Mrs. 8., a widow, 82 years of age, 
who had had seven children but no miscar- 
riages, came under local treatment for ute- 
Tine disease the 26th of January, 1870. She 
enjoyed good health previous to her last 
confinement, two years since, but began 
shortly after, and particularly on the return 
of menstruation at the end of the third 
month, to be troubled with certain constitu- 
tional disorders and a profuse menorrhagic. 
flow. The local treatment having, hitherto, 
been declined, which is, in the observation 
of the patient, always tedious and seldom 
beneficial, the general was necessarily re- 
sorted toseveral months, but unsuccessfully, 
as the old symptoms continued without 
abatement, and new arose, of still greater 
severity, one of which, by exciting alarm, 
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convinced her that more efficient means 
were needed to reach the seat of her disease. 

At first she had rheumatic, combined with 
neuralgic, pains in various parts of the body, 
chest, temples, knees, arms, etc.; was weak 
and anemic, and suffered from a qualmish 
stomach, a capricious appetite, and a slug- 
gish digestion, and then she began to expe- 
rience nausea in the morning, similar to 
that which had been usual to her at an early 
stage of utero-gestation, and to have occa- 
sional attacks of diarrhoea that came and 
went without apparent cause. The past sum- 
mer these attacks becoming more frequent, 
assumed gradually a more dysenteric char- 
acter—small mucous stools and forcing, 
tenesmetic efforts. This irritability was 
after a while subdued, and yet the cure was 
far from being satisfactory, as any deviation, 
however slight, from the most simple food 
invariably excited indigestion, flatulence, 
tormina, and diarrhea. With the cooler 
weather of autumn, however, these symp- 
toms abated, but were soon followed by 
others that, by their constant recurrence at 
stated intervals, awakened still more the 
patient’s apprehensions. Now, in addition 
to errors of diet, it was observed that the 
intestinal disorders had a direct connection 
with the presence of the catamenia, and, im 
spite of every precaution, culminated om 
their subsidence in loose, watery passages. 
At the periods there began, about the same 
time, to be felt in the orbit of each eye a 
dull, aching, gnawing pain. Eventually, as 
this pain became more intense, the blurring 
of all minute objects rendered reading an@ 
sewing impracticable, and the greater suffer- 
ing at night forbade sleep, except when she 
was under the influence of an anodyne. 
The eye-balls were sensitive to pressure, and 
the conjunctive, though but slightly in- 
jected, so irritable that an infusion of sas- 
safras pith, sugar of lead, and powdered 
opium could not be tolerated. This affec- 
tion, a rheumatico-neuralgic state of the 
muscular and fibrous structures of the eyes, 
as it appeared, began the second or third day 
of menstruation, abated with the decline of 
the discharge, and ceased the fifth or sixth 
after its completion. The various remedies 
used to combat these gastro-intestinal and 
nervous conditions seemed at the time to 
achieve a remarkable success, and yet the 
improvement always proved deceptive, as 
the next return of the monthly foyer was 
sure to renew the old trouble in one or all of 
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its manifestations. When these sympathetic 
. disorders, above mentioned, had acquired 
force and intensity, others, involving the 
breasts, began to attract attention. They 
became, at the approach and during the pro- 
gress of the flow, the seat of shooting pains, 
and were swollen, nodulated and intolerant 
of pressure. 

Whilst the general system was, as sus- 
pected, thus perturbed by the generative, 
the pelvic symptoms were light, and not at 
all significant of any serious morbid action, 
if the perversion of the catamenia be ex- 
cepted, which were painful, profuse, clotted, 
too frequent, and prolonged from six to 
eight days. Even a leucorrhcea, which is 
almost uniformly an attendant on uterine 
disease, was absent the entire interval of 
menstruation, save a day or two at its close, 
when the red was supplemented by a white 
discharge. During the ‘periods there were 
weight and pressure in the excavation, pain 
in the lumbo-sacral region, and over the 
wing of the left iliac bone, and pain and 
tenderness above the pubes ; but at all other 
times the freedom from all pelvic discom- 
fort was well-nigh complete. At least, any 
local disorders, if present, attracted so little 
notice as to be disregarded in the disturb- 
ance excited by the greater intensity of the 
constitutional. An irritability, however, of 
the bladder, a weakness that subsequently 
occasioned the patient considerable annoy- 
ance, was noticed from the fact, more espe- 
cially, that she had frequent calls to urinate, 
and often wet her underclothes whilst tak- 
ing active exercise. 


Examination by Touch. —The cervix looks 
to the third bone of the sacrum and the fun- 
dus toe the midpoint between the umbilicus 
and the pubes. The uterus is more than 
twice its natural size, and presents its entire 
anterior face to the finger. 

Examination by Speculum.—The uterus is 
so decidedly anteverted that some little diffi- 
culty is experienced in bringing the os uteri 
well into the field of vision. The employ- 
ment of a large speculum as a dilator, to un- 
fold the flabby vaginal walls, and of the 
sound as a tractor to draw the cervix down- 
ward and forward, being successful, it is 
found that the cervix is sensitive, volumi- 
nous, and rounded, has a puffy, oedematous 
appearance, and presents a surface injected 
unevenly with arterial and venous blood, 
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inner of a brighter color; that the os is 
large, circular, and surrounded by a defined 
red margin, a line er more in width; and 
that the epithelium is not abraded, or the 
secretion of the Nabothean glands in excess. 
The vagina is not inflamed, but has, at its 
upper segment, a darker hue than normal, 
from the fullness of the underlying erectile 
vessels. 

For the reasons given at length in the case 
reported last March the opinion was adopted 
that this also was one of hypertrophy and 
anteversion, with, perhaps, a more positive 
implication of the true uterine mucous 
membrane, a fact shown presumptively by 
the excessive flow at the periods. 

January 26th to March 28th. Applieda leech 
at four operations, and resorted to puncture 
and scarification at three. In February the 
courses were very scanty and brief, being 
mostly mucus tinged with blood, and lasting 
two days only. In March, the week previous 
to the last date, they were profuse, and clotted 
like a flooding, and attended with fever, 
pressure, and tension in the pelvis, pain in 
the back, over the hips and down the legs 
posteriorly, and tenderness and hardness at 
the lower front portion of the abdomen, 
symptoms indicative of a sudden and active 
congestion of the uterine organs. This at- 
tack, with another similar but lighter at the 
next period, both of which occasioned great 
debility, and for a time interrupted the local 
treatment, was induced by the patient, the 
first day. of menstruation, visiting Albany, 
and being many hours on her feet. By 
this indiscretion, that intensified the old 
symptoms, and from the greater extent and 
intensity of the disease added new, seeing 
that now the ovaries and corporeal mucous 
membrane, as well as the muscular walls of 
the uterus, were involved, the patient gained 
that personal experience which, though bit- 
ter, was of advantage, since it led her to act 
in future with greater caution and judg- 
ment. On the local treatment being re- 
sumed it was found, by the several modes of 
examination previously instituted, that the 
bulk, sensibility, and deviation of the uterus 
were increased ; that the cervix was carried 
more upward and backward ; that hardness, 
tenderness, and swelling existed at the iliac 
and hypogastric regions; that the cervical 
glands did not elaborate a perceptible secre- 
tion, and that the vaginal mucous mem- 
brane was inflamed and the seat of an epi- 
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tion. The hypertrophy and anteversion be- 
ing more pronounced than formerly, the ir- 
ritability of the bladder and the inconti- 
nence of the urine gave still greater annoy- 
ance. 

June 2d to November Ist. Punctured and 
scarified eleven times. During this inter- 
val considerable progress was made, but still 
the menorrhagia persisting was the source 
of much anxiety, as it seemed to indicate a 
forming polypoid growth in the uterine 
cavity. Inasmuch, however, as the neural- 
gia of the eyes and irritation of the breasts 
had disappeared, the gastric and intestinal 
disorders abated, and the congestion and 
enlargement of the uterus decreased, it was 
not deemed expedient to test the fact by the 
introduction of the sound or the dilatation 
of the innercervix. Besides, from the regu- 
larity and uniformity of the catamenia, the 
presence of a polypus, even in the formative 
stage, was improbable. 

On the 15th of November, as the menses, 
which had been but moderately excessive, 


were about to cease, the patient was attacked 


with fever, a swollen, tender state of the 
bowels, and frequent tenesmetic passages. 
The disease rapidly assuming a low type 
soon produced the most profound prostra- 
tion. -On the fourth day patches of diphthe- 
ritic exudation appeared on the inside of the 
lips and cheeks, and then after spreading 
over the mouth and coating the pharynx 
passed down the esophagus to the stomach. 
The skin had acyanozed look, the pulse was 
weak, rapid, and uncertain, and the nerve- 
centres seemed oppressed by a morbific 
agent, very much as is observed in typhus 
fever. Yet, notwithstanding this, terrible 
array of untoward symptoms that foreboded 
an utter prostration of the lif¢-force, the 
disease was promptly and thoroughly 
mastered by stimulants, tonics, and nu- 
trients. The exudation, which was very 
thick and exceedingly offensive, on being 
detached, carried the epithelium with it, 
thus leaving the papille of the tongue bare. 
The sense of taste was abolished and a feel- 
ing of pain excited by the presence of the 
blandest food in the mouth and by its pas- 
sage to the stomach. As a result of this 
illness, which greatly impoverished the 
blood and weakened the nerves, topical 
means were omitted and not resumed until 
the 6th of March. 

March 6th to January 28th. Punctured and 
Scarified eight times, and also, at three or 
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four of the latter operations applied a forty- 
grain solution of the nitrate of silver. The 
monthly hemorrhage, which gradually les- 
sened during the time included above, was 
even, on two occasions, too scanty in amount 
and too short in duration. This change in 
the menses, when they are about to become 
normal, is not infrequently observed in cases 
of menorrhagia, arising from a chronic re- 
pletion of the uterine blood-vessels. The 
hypertrophy, anteversion, and signs of con- 
gestion were less pronounced and the health 
had much improved, but still the digestive 
organs were weak and easily disturbed. 

November 20th, 1871, to January 24th, 1872. 
The operations, which had purposely been 
discontinued during the warm weather, 
were again resumed, and puncture, scarifica- 
tion, and the application of the nitrate of 
silver in solution employed six times. At 
this period the uterus had returned to its 
proper size, but was still decidedly ante- 
verted. There was, however, notwithstand- 
ing the continuance of the malposition with 
butslight modification, neither weakness nor 
irritability of the bladder, nor pain or pres- 
sure in the pelvis. Indeed, all symptoms, 
either of congestion or displacement, had 
disappeared, if a somewhat more free and 
prolonged menstruation than is desirable be 
excepted. As the patient, though she had 
greatly improved in health, had not fully 
regained her weight, color, and strength, 
general remedies, of a tonic character more 
especially, were given at thisand for some 
time after the operations were no longer 
necessary. By reason, also, of the indiges- 
tion, flatulence and diarrhoea, that were still, 
at the slightest provocation, reéxcited, the 
stomach and bowels demanded constant sur- 
veillance and occasional interference. 

May Ist, 1878. Mrs. 8. is now perfectly 
well in every particular, as well as at any 
previous period of her life, and has gained 
several pounds more than her standard 
weight. There is no pelvic disorder, even a 
leucorrheeal discharge, menstrual irregu- 
larity, or urinary disturbance remaining to 
remind her of this long and serious illness, 
The only evidence of imperfect health dis- 
coverable is the weakness of the digestive 
organs; that is still troublesome when dietetic 
regulations are disregarded. This, a dys- 
peptic condition, will, it is thought, since 
the symptoms have the last few months con- 
stantly decreased in duration and frequency, 
entirely disappear if the opportunity is al. 
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‘lowed to the gastric nerves to regain their 
tonicity. 

Commentary.—This case*presents several 
points of clinical interest that are worthy of 
more than a passing notice. If, as recom- 
mended by specialists, the writer had, in 
making a diagnosis and conducting the 
treatment, employed the sound or probe to 
determine the depth and direction of the 
uterine cavity, and thus estimate the size 
and deviation of the uterus; or the sponge 
or laminaria tents to dilate the cervical 
canal, and thus bring the corporeal mucous 
membrane within the reach of topical treat- 
ment; or the curette or porte caustique to 
scoop out fungosities or eat away inflamed 
tissues, and thus change an unhealthy to a 
healthy state; or the stem or lever pessary, 
to maintain the womb at a certain inclina- 
tion, and thus disperse the engorgement 
that is due to and aggravated by the dis- 
placement, there is little doubt but that the 
disease would, instead of being subdued, 
have been greatly intensified, and -the pa- 
tient would, instead of being restored to 
health, have been reduced to a more misera- 
ble plight, and perhaps placed in imminent 
danger. 

To say nothing of the lesser evils which 
would of a certainty be induced by these vio- 
lentand hazardous modes of procedure, that 
are so generally adopted without hesitation 
and enforced without misgivings, some pa- 
tients succumb to factitious inflammations, 
and many tointercurrent diseases, the seeds of 
which are quickened into life in a weakened 
and depraved state of the system. Evena 
simple menorrhagia, that is more or less ex- 
cessive proportionate to the fullness of the 
erectile vessels, and so seldom serious when 
judiciously managed, will scarcely fail, under 
the stimulus of such unnatural irritants, to 
claim occasional victims, or, at least, to open 
the way to less remediable ailments. In- 
deed, the milder of the means put in force, 
the dilatation of the inner cervix by tents 
passed through the os internum into the 
true uterine cavity, has resulted in pelvic 
cellulitis and death. Two such cases are re- 
ported by a distinguished professor—a can- 
dor that does him great credit; one hap- 
pened in the practice of a friend of the 
writer, and many of which nothing is ever 
heard have, doubtless, occurred to others 
adopting this the surgical treatment of ute- 
rine disease; a treatment founded on an 
assumed ‘pathology, and carried out by de- 
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structive agents and reckless operations, 
that could not be successful were the disease 
as supposed. Even Dr. James Henry Ben- 
nett stands back aghast at modern progress, 
and feels called upon to enter a protest 
against the principles, and a disclaimer 
against the practice of his quondam disci- 
ples. Indeed, ‘‘ Uterine Surgery,’’,as is pa- 
tent to the most heedless observer, violates 
the Golden Rule, and stands self-convicted, 
inasmuch as no specialist would submit his 
wife to the treatment he enforces sv boldly 
and persistently in the case of other women. 
In fact the results from all this burning and 
cutting, and this probing and bracing are 
unsatisfactory. To-day one application, 
one operation, or one pessary is extolled, 
and to-morrow another usurps its place, 
and’ yet for a brief time only, as it is soon 
ousted by a new claimant. Thus it happens 
that nothing is certain and fixed, and that 
each bolder ex pedientis,from the general lack 
of success, seized upon with a certain ner- 
vous avidity and blind faith. 

The common history of hundreds of wo- 
men is sketched in that unlucky subject of 
womb disease, who, like her Scriptural pro- 
totype, ‘* had spent all her living upon phy- 
sicians, neither could be healed of any.’’ For 
more than three years, as was told to the 
writer, she had been treated by four special- 
ists in succession, at an expense in cash of 
fourteen bundred dollars, and in health of 
a marked aggravation of all her symptoms. 
The first uterine surgeon probed the uterus, 
dilated the cervix, and applied alteratives 
and escharotics to the corporeal mucous 
membrane; the second resorted to general 
remedies, vaginal douches and prosthets 
of cotton soaked in glycerine; the third, 
like the first, probed, dilated, and cauter- 
ized, and then betook himself to uterine in- 
jections and Hodge’s pessary; and the 
fourth, like the first and third, had but just 
commenced thestereoty ped plan, and hinted, 
should no fibroids or fungous granulations 
be found, that it would be necessary to am- 
putate the cervix. Can surgery do more? 
Can specialists better confess their gross, 
blundering, arrant folly, and impotent con- 
clusions? Now, certainly, after such long 


and fruitless efforts to cure the inflamma- 
tion, the whole matter is settled at last by 
removing the offending member, and thus 
rendering cervicitis and endocervicitis im- 
possible. What will be done with the 


seared and mutilated stump time alone will 


disclose. 
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TRANSLATION. 


CONCERNING THE CHOICE OF THE 
PLACE OF INCISION IN THE MEM- 
BRANATYMPANI FOR THE OPE- 
RATION OF TENOTOMY OF 
THE TENSOR-TYMPANI. 


By Pror. JosEPH GRUBER, M. D., 
Aural Surgeon to the General Hospital in Vienna. 
(Translated from the “ Monatsschrift fiir Ohrenheil- 

kunde. Berlin, April, 1873.) 
By Cuas. 8. TURNBULL, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia, 
Resident Assistant Surgeon to the New York Oph- 
thalmic and Aural Institute. 

All authors who have contributed to the 
literature of this subject, at the head of 
which stands F. E. Weber (Weber—Liel), 
whom we must thank for this interesting 
addition to operative otology, agree that the 
anterior segment is the best place for making 
the incision for tenotomy, in front of the 
handle of the malleus, through the anterior 
segment. 

Weber* makes the incision about 1 to 1} 
mm. in front of the malleus, a little to one 
side, and below the short process. 

Carl Frank} says, under favorable condi- 
tions of the bony wall, and sufficient area 
of the membrana, the method of Weber is 
to be recommended in all its details. 

Even if the anatomical relations are un- 
favorable, viz., when the meatus is very 
narrow the anterior wall, as is often the 
case, appears to bulge into the lumen of the 
canal, Frank still reeommends the method 
of Weber, but supplies a simpler instrument 
for tenotomy, which he introduces through 
the anterior segment of the membrana, as 
described in his work. 

In my first article published on this sub- 
ject I answered the following question :—t 
In what portion of the membrana must the 
incision be made in order most easily to 
reach the tendon of the tensor-tympani 
muscle ? 

In this manner I would consider, as does 
ing the incision is in front of the handle of 
the malleus, in the anterior segment, but 
Weber, the most practical position for mak- 
many possible complications, and slight in- 

fonatsschrift Fgh Ohrenheilkunde, Jahrg. VI 
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dividual conditions, will influence the choice 
of the field of operation. 

Apart from the consideration that, as I 
have more fully explained in the above-cited 
paper, such a method of operation is best 
calculated to avoid injuries to important 
parts, there is another indication for the se- 
lection of this point in the fact that the ten- 
don of the tensor-tympani, as I first taught, 
and as Weber has lately confirmed, is that 
the tendon of the tensor-tympani muscle is 
not only, as formerly described, inserted 
into the medial edge, but also on the ante- 
rior surface of the handle of the malleus, 
where the tendon is most easily reached 
through the anterior segment of the mem- 
brana, especially by using my simple teno- 
tome, which I think has some advantages 
over Weber’s* very ingeniously constructed 
instrument. 

Frequent examinations, and much prac- 
tice upon the cadaver, with clinical obser- 
vations and experiments lately, particularly 
made in cases where I have operated, have 
now taught me that my first statements 
about this method were perfectly correct, 
and Iam now able to furnish some more 
definite data respecting the choice of the 
place of incision in the membrana. 

In the first place the position of the han- 
dle of the malleus is of great value in almost 
every case, as it determines the choice of the 
field of operation. I am now fully convinced 
that this position leads us to infer, with 
sufficient certainty, the course of the tendon, 
providing other complicated conditions do 
not intervene. 

In explanation of the above mentioned 
course I offer the following. If we examine 
a number of macerated temporal bones, 
especially those in which the ossicles remain 
in their natural position, we will be con- 
vinced that the ‘‘rostrum cochleare”’ 
around which plays the tendon in order to 
be inserted into the handle of the malleus 
at the end of the septum canalis musculo 
tubarii does not always terminate on the 
same point on the wall of the labyrinth, but 
this septum sometimes extends more or less 
above the oval window towards the posterior 
wall of the tympanum. 

In most of the temporal bones examined 
the semi-canalis of the tensor tympani 
muscle terminated about the middle of the 


*See F. E. Webe lonatsschrift fiir Ohrenheil- 
kunde, Jahrg. VI C873}, Ro. 10, Translated by Dr. 
L.Turnbull, Medical and Surgical Reporter, Phila., 
March 22, 1873, 
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upper edge of the oval window, and in some 
cases it reached as far as the posterior half 
of the edge, and in only a few cases it did 
not reach the middle. 

Though individual differences exist, we 
still see, when the parts concerned are pre- 
served in situ-naturali, in the fresh tem- 
’ poral bones, or when in macerated ones we 
unite by an imaginary line the two points 
which are connected by the tensor-tympani, 
the rostrum and the handle of the malleus, 
that the tendon does not take in its 
course the direction as is generally given 
from within outward; but that the tendon 
in most cases, in order to reach its insertion, 
should go from above, behind and within, 
in a direction downward, forward and out- 
ward; and it rarely takes the direction given 
it by the older anatomists. 

As a consequence the effect of a contrac- 
tion of the tensor-tympani muscle must 
manifest itself differently according to the 
course and insertion of the tendon into the 
handle of the malleus; hence we see so great 
a variety in the position of the handle and 
also in thecondition of the membrana, caused 
by the contraction or what is equivalent, the 
retraction of the tendon. 

The extremes of this great variety of ap- 
pearances, caused by a sudden contraction, 
relatively retraction, are given in these two 
positions of the handle of the malleus; one 
of these positions we will designate as the 
handle of the malleus appears directly drawn 
inward and apparently shortened, whereby 
the membrana presents its greatest concavity 
outward; while the other extreme is that 
position of the handle of the malleus in 
which it is drawn rather backward than in- 
ward, more or less in the horizontal plane 
from before backward. In the latter case 
the relations of the two segments are strik- 
ingly altered, for the posterior segment ap- 
pears smaller in proportion as the handle is 
drawn backward, while the anterior seg- 
ment is apparently or actually larger. 

It needs no further explanation, for when 
these abnormal positions of the handle of 
the malleus depend immediately upon the 
course and insertion of the tendon, we can. 
infer from the position of the handle the 
course and insertion of the tendon. If, for 
example, the handle is drawn directly in- 
ward, we can assume that the ‘rostrum 
cochleare”’ is situated nearer the anterior seg- 
ment of the wall of the labyrinth, therefore 
the tendon runs more directly from within 





(Vol. xxix. 


outward; while, when the malleus is drawn 
far back the rostrum is certainly situated 
farther behind on the inner wall of the 
tympanum, and the tendon takes the direc- 
tion from behind,within and above, forward, 
outward and downward.* 

Having thus carefully weighed the sub- 
ject, we can easily infer, in any given case, 
from which place we can best reach it. J¢ 
therefore follows that a general rule cannot 
be established, but in making tenotomy, the 
condition of the membrana, and especially 
the position of the handle of the malleus, 
must determine the choice of the field of 
operation.+ 


MEDICAL SOcIETIES. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Medical Society of the State of Penn- 
sylvania met in the Court House at Carlisle, 
June 11th, 1873, at 11 A. M. 

The President, Dr. A. M. Pollock, of Pitts- 
burgh, occupied the chair, supported by Vice 
Presidents, Drs W. L. Atlee, of Philadelphia, 
R. Crawford, of Franklin, and W. W. Dale, of 
Carlisle. 

The Permanent Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. At- 
kinson, of Philadelphia, the Assistant Secre- 
tary, Dr. S. B. Kieffer, of Carlisle, and the Cor- 
responding Secretary, Dr. 'T. M. Drysdale, of 
Philadelphia, were also present. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Charles S. Albert, of Carlisle.- 

Dr. S. B. Kieffer, of Carlisle, then delivered 
the address of welcome to the delegates. 

On motion of Dr. J. G. Stetler, of Philadel- 
phia, the reading of the minutes of the last 
session was dispensed with, and a committee of 
three was appointed to report any unfinished 
business. 

Committee—Drs. Stetler, T. Green, of Eas- 
ton; T. Lyon, of Williamsport. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Dr. T. M. 
Drysdale, of Philadelphia, read a report from 
the Censors in relation to Dr. Ehler, of Lan- 
caster county. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Lancaster, 
it was laid on the table. 

The Censors also presented a petition, asking 
that a report presented by them in 1871, at the 
meeting at Williamsport, should be published 
with the forthcoming volume of Transactions. 

*As a matter of course,I do not take into ac- 
countall possible but unusual individual peculiari- 
ties and complications, which may exert an in- 
fluence upon the excursions of the handle, Many 
of them exert a decisive influence, but their diag- 
nosis is not difficult, and the practitioner can eas 
estimate their value. 

tI have wig ore A been able to see the tendon 
through the posterior segment of a transparent 
membrane, and in a case recently operated upon 


by me before my class the tendon was very easily 
recognized. : 


or @ theo 
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A motion was made by Dr. Hellyer, of Phila- 
delphia, that this report be referred to the 
Committee of Publication, b parry action on 
which the Society adjourned until afternoon. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society assembled at 14 o’clock. The 
President in the chair. 

On motion of Dr. D. D.- Hays, Dr. I. N. 
Heims, of Cleveland Medical College, was in- 
vited to a seat with the Society. 

The minutes of the morning session were 
read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler, the various County 
delegates were requested to meet this evening, 
and select their member of the Nominating 
Committee. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee offered the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution :— 

Amend Article IV, Section 5, line 5, by in- 
serting ‘reported to the State Medical Society 
at its next meeting, for final action.” 

As this was objected to by Dr, Hiram Cor- 
son, of Conshohocken, it was necessarily laid 
over one year. 

The President now called up the motion of 
Dr. Hellyer, pending from the morning session. 

By request the Permanent Secretary read the 
paper proposed to be published. 

The motion to publish was then adopted by 
35 yeas to 17 nays. 

The following telegram, from the Ohio State 
Medical Society, was received:— 


“* CoLumsus, O., June 11th, 1873. 


“The Ohio State Medical Society now in 
session, sends greeting. 
“ A. B. Jones, President.” 


On motion the Permanent Secretary was di- 
rected to respond. - 

Dr. R. L. Sibbet, of Carlisle, offered the fol- 
lowing :— 

Whereas, In the State of Pennsylvania 
many persons are engaged in the practice of 
Medicine and Surgery who are wholly disquali- 
fied for such responsible work, never having 
studied Medicine or Surgery regularly with any 
preceptor, nor attended lectures in any respect- 
able Medical School recognized by law; 

And whereas, The existing enactments on 
our statute books, designed to protect the peo- 
ple ofa few counties from the imposition of 
money-loving medical pretenders, and a noble 
profession from falling into disrepute, are so 
imperfect as to be inefficient in many cases; 
and as there is reason to believe that more effi- 
cient and general legislation on this subject, 
especially if presented by this society, might 
now be obtained, therefore 

Resolved, That a Committee, consisting of 
one permanent member or delegate from each 
County Society here represented, be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to draft a bill for the 
regulation of the practice of Medicine and 
Surgery in our State, and report the same as 


soon as possible, for consideration and adop- 


tion by this Society. 
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On motion of Dr. J. E. Bulkeley, of Wilkes- 
barre, the preamble and resolution were unani- 
mously adopted. 

The President appointed the following as the 
Committee :— 

R. L. Sibbet, Cumberland county, Chairman; 
G. D. Bruce, Allegheny; Jos. Coblentz, Berks; 
Edw. Mills, Bradford; C. Irwin, Blair; D. Best, 
Crawford; OC. A. Rahter, Dauphin; J. L. Stew- 
art, Erie; J. S. Crawford, Lycoming; John L. 
Atlee, Lancaster; J. E. Bulkeley, Luzerne; E. 
Griswold, Mercer; T. Green, Northampton; 
W. R. Cisna, Perry; J. G. Stetler, Philadel- 
phia; J. F. Treichler, Schuylkill; C. W. Brown, 
Tioga; R. Crawford, Venango; 8S. L. Blachly, 
Washington; T. J. Hollahan, York. 

On motion of Dr. N. McDonald, of Pitts- 
burgh, the action by which the Report of the 
Censors in 1871 was ordered to be published 
was reconsidered. 

The motion to publish was again voted upon, 
with two votes only in the negative. 

At the request of Dr. H. Corson, the Presi- 
dent gave his decision as to the power of the 
Censors in such cases, which was as follows:— 

‘*T decide that the Censors have the power 
to restore a member who has been suspended 
or expelled to good standing, and that a report 
adverse to the action of the County Society in 
suspending or expelling a member would restore 
him to good standing.” 

Dr. E. A. Wood, of Pittsburgh, moved that 
the report of -the Censors in the case of Dr. 
Ehbler be referred again to the Censors. 

The President declared the motion out of 
order. 

Dr. W. T. Taylor, of Philadelphia, moved 
that the whole matter be referred to the 
Lancaster County Medical Society for adjudica- 
tion. 

The President declared this out of order. 

Dr. Stetler then offered the following:— 

Resolved, That the report of the Censors on 
the appeal of Dr. J. Aug. Ehler from the Lan- 
caster County Medical Society be sustained 
and declared valid and final, and as establishing 
the good standing of said J. Aug. Ehler in the 
Lancaster County Medical Society. 

This was negatived by a decided vote. 

Dr. Wood protested against the decision of 
the Chair as recorded above, regarding it as a 
wrong to the Lancaster County Medical 
Society. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Lancaster, now appealed 
from this decision of the Chair. 

The appeal was put by the Vice-President 
and the Chair was sustained. 

The Censors, by Dr. H. Corson, now offered 
@ protest, which was read by the Corresponding 
Secretary, but after some debate it was with- 
drawn by Dr. Corson. 

Dr. E. A. Wood now moved that that por- 
tion of the proceedings of the meeting of this 
Society held in Franklin, 1872, relating to this 
case, by which the Lancaster County Society 
was unanimously sustained, be expunged. 

Dr. J. G. Stetler moved to substitute the 
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word rescinded, which was accepted by Dr. 
Wood 


On a motion of Dr. Orris, that the whole 
matter be indefinitely postponed, Dr. J. L. 
Stewart, of Erie, called the previous question, 
but the call was not soared 4 

On motion of Dr. R. L. Sibbet, the whole 
“net was laid upon the table. 

n motion of Dr. C. W. Brown, of Tioga, it 
was unanimously 

Resolved, That as the charges brought before 
this Society, at Franklin, against the Tioga 
County Medical Society, and referred to the 
Censors of that District, have not been sustained, 
therefore these charges shall-be dropped. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a report 
from the Blair County Medical Society notifying 
him of the expulsion of Dr. W. R. Findley from 
that Society. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler it was received and 
ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

Reports from County Societies being in order, 
reports were received from Allegheny, North- 
ampton, Tioga, Clearfield, Fayette. and others. 

portion of the report from Philadelphia 
county was read by Dr. Lee. 

On motion these reports were referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

Dr. L. Turnbull read a paper on Diseases of the 
Ear, and offered certain resolutions urging the 
establishment of an institution for Deaf Mutes 
in the western part of the State. On motion of 
Dr. J. L. Atlee these resolutions were adopted. 

The President appointed as the committee to 
attend to this matter, Drs. L. Turnbull, of 
Philadelphia, J. Curwen, Harrisburg, W. J. 
Gilmore, of Pittsburg, and T. McKennan, of 
Washington. 

By request the name of Dr. A. M. Pollock, 
the President, was added. 

The subject of these affections was discussed 
by Drs. Atlee, H. Corson, Lee, Turnbull, and 
others. ' 

The hour of adjournment having arrived the 
subject was postponed for the present. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Vice-President Dr. W. L. Atlee in the Chair. 

The President then delivered the annual ad- 
dress. On motion of Dr. W. W. Dale, of 
Carlisle, thanks were tendered the President 
for his able address, and on motion of Dr. 
Stetler it was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 


The following were announced as constituting |. 


the Committee on Nominations:— 

N. McDonald, Allegheny; Jos. Coblentz, 
Berks; OC. Irwin, Blair; E. Mills, Bradford; W. 
A. Means, Clearfield; J. B. Barton, Columbia 
and Montour; D. Best, Crawford; W. G. 
Stewart, Cumberland; C. A. Rahter, Dauphin; 
J. L. Stewart, Erie; J. M. Snyder, Fayette; I. 
N. Snively, Franklin; J. W. Hughes, Indiana; 
B. Leaman, Lancaster; J. E. Bulkeley, Luzerne; 
T. Lyon, Lycoming; E. Griswold, Mercer; H. 
Corson, Montgomery; T. Green, Northampton; 
W. R. Cisna, Perry; H. St. 0. Ash, Philadel- 
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bia; J. F. Treichler, Schuylkill; A. T. 
rundage, Susquehanna; C. W. Brown, Tioga; 
T. McKennan, Washington; R. Crawford, 
Venango. 

On motion this committee was ordered to 
meet at 8 a.m. on Tharsday. 

Adjourned. 


‘ THURSDAY, JUNE 12.° 


ha, President called the Society to order at 
93 a. M. 
The minutes were read and approved. 

An invitation to visit Dickinson College was 
received and thanks returned. 

Dr. S.Caro, representative from the New York 
State Medical Society, was introduced and ad- 
dressed the Society. 

The Committee on Legislation against Quack- 
ery reported progress. 

Dr. J. Curwen, of Harrisburg, chairman of 
the Committee on a New Hospital for the In- 
sane, presented his report, which was received 
and the Committee discharged. 

Dr. Curwen, chairman of the Committee to 
Revise the Censorial Districts, presented a re- 
port, and also a minority report by Dr. Leasure. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler both reports were 
received and entered upon the minutes, and 
were laid over till next year to give time fora 
mature deliberation of the subject by the So- 
ciety. 

On motion of Dr. Curwen it was unanimously 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be ap- 
pointed to memorialize the State Legislature in 
reference to the proper care and treatment of 
insane criminals. 

Committee—Drs. Curwen, T. Green, of Eas- 
ton; J. L. Stewart, of Erie; J. S. Crawford, of 
Williamsport ; R. Clark, of Antistowa; T. Mc- 
Kennan, of Washington; and W. L. Atlee, of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr. A. Harshberger, of Mifflin county, was 
invited to a seat with the Society. 

Dr. J. M. Snyder offered the following :— 

In order to facilitate business and advance 
the interest of the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania, be it 

Resolved, That no member of this Society be 
permitted to speak more than once on the same 
subject before other members have spoken, and 
no member be allowed to speak more than five 
minutes, and only twice on the same subject. 

A motion by Dr. Stetler, to lay on the table, 
was negatived. 

A motion by Dr. Gammage, to amend by 
saying ten minutes, was negatived. 

The resolution was finally rejected by a vote 
of 20 yeas to 21 nays. 

Dr. B. Lee, of Philadelphia, presented the 
report on compulsory vaccination. 

On motion of Dr. Green the report was re- 
ceived and referred to the Committee of Publi- 
cation, and the Committee was continued. 

The Committee on Nominations presented 
partial report as follows :— : 

President, Dr. S. B. Kieffer, of Carlisle; Vice- 
Presidents, Drs. 8. L. Blachley, of Washington; 
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J. E. Bulkeley, of Wilkesbarre; T. Helsby, of 
Williamsport; John Montgomery, of Chambers- 
burg; Corresponding Secretary, Dr..T. M. 
Drysdale, of Philadelphia; Permanent Secre- 
tary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia; 
Recording Secretary, Dr. Charles M. Justine, 
of Easton; Treasurer, Dr. Benjamin Lee, of 
Philadelphia. 

Delegates to American Medical Association :- 
Drs. J. C. Cotton, Meadville; J.W. Hughes, In- 
diana; ©. W. Brown, Mansfield; E. Mills, 
Ulster; J. Z. Gerhard, Harrisburg; G. D. 
Bruce, Pittsburgh; J. D. Ross, Altoona; Frank 
Cowan, Greensburg; J. M. Snyder, Danville; 
Joseph Swartz, Duncannon. 

Place of meeting, Easton. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. Traill 
Green, P. B. Breinig,. J. M. Junkin, Stephen 
Laubach, Samuel Sandt, John Sandt. The 
committee also reported delegates to several 
State Medical Societies. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson the report was 
adopted as read. 

It having been announced that the usual time 
of meeting would interfere with that of the 
American Medical Association, Dr. E. A. 
Wood moved to refer this to the Nominating 
Committee, but the motion was rejected. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, by a unanimous 
vote, the By-Laws were amended as follows:— 
: Arr. II. Amend to read, “ the time of meet- 
ing shall be determined by the Nominating 
Committee for each year.”’ 

Dr. J. L, Stewart, of Erie, presented and 
had read a paper on “Excision of the Median 
Nerve for relief of Traumatic Neuralgia.” 

On motion it was referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

Dr. E. A. Wood offered the following:— 

Whereas, Although we believe that the 
resolution offered by Dr. King, and adopted by 
this Society at Franklin, in June, 1872, ex- 
pressed the honest convictions of the members 
present, yetas it is in violation of the rulings of 
Presidents Wallace, Gross and Pollock on the 
interpretation of Article V, Section 5, of the 
Constitution. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted at 
Franklin, in June, 1872, which declares “ that 
the whole action of the Lancaster County 
Medical Society in the matter of the expulsion 
of Drs. Hinkle and Ehler be approved,’’ be 
hereby made null and void. 

After some discussion, a motion by Dr. Dale 
to lay it on the table was lost. 

On motion the preamble and resolution were 
adopted. 

A motion by Dr. J. L. Atlee to reconsider the 
action of Wednesday on the motion of Dr. 
Stetler, relative to this matter, was unanimously 
adopted. 

Dr. Stetler then asked and was granted per- 
mission to withdraw his resolution. 

The Report on Obstetrics, by Dr. Wm. Good- 
ell, of Philadelphia,-was read by the Permanent 
Secretary, and on motion was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 
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Dr. J. L. Atlee made a verbal Report on Sar- 
gery, having been prevented by sickness from 
preparing a written one. 

he subject matter was discussed by Dr. H. 
Corson. 

Ov motion of Dr. Atkinson he was requested 
to write out his remarks for publication. 

Dr. B. Lee, on behalf of the Treasurer, read 
the Annual Report, which was referred to Audi- 
tors, Drs. H. St.C. Ash, T. Green, and J. G. 
Stetler. 

Dr. Atkinson read the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Publication, which was received. 

Bills from the Committee on Insane Hospi- 
tal were presented, and ordered paid. 

Dr. B. Lee offered the following, which was 
unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be 
and are hereby tendered to Dr. L. S. Bolles, 
our late Treasurer, for his efficient services, 
and we regret that he has felt it necessary to 
decline a re-election. 


An amendment to the By-Laws, by Dr. Lee, 
exempting Permanent Members from paying 
the fee of $3 on registering, was unanimously 
adopted. 

Cases of Malformation of the Uterine Ap- 
pendages were related by Drs. W. L. Atlee,of 
Philadelphia, R. L. Sibbet, of Carlisle, and W. 
H. Pancoast, of Philadelphia. 


On motion of Dr. Stetler, these gentlemen 
were requested to write out their remarks for 
publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned to meet at 
23 P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


President in the chair. 

Dr. G. H. Larison, representative from the 
Medical Society of New Jersey, was introduced, 
and made some remarks. 

The Committee on Legislation against Quack- 
ery reported progress, and was continued. 

The Committee on Nomination presented 
their final report :— 

Time of meeting, second Wednesday of May, 
1874, at 3 P. M. 

Committee of Publication, Drs. Wm. B. At- 
kinson, R. J. Dunglison, Benjamin Lee, T. M. 
Drysdale, L. J. Deal, A. Fricke, of Philadel- 
phia, and 8. B. Kieffer, of Carlisle. 

And Censors for each of the districts. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson the report was 
received and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Green Dr. R. N. Short 
was appointed a Representative to the State 
Medical Society of Arkansas. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business re- 
ported “ none,” and were discharged. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler the last standing 
resolution was repealed, and a Committee on 
Unfinished Business was substituted. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee a recess of one 
hour was taken, in order to visit Dickinson 
College. 
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The Society resumed business. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be 
—s to the Cumberland County Medical 

ociety, the Trustees and Faculty of Dickinson 
College, and the Citizens of Carlisle, for their 
kind reception and generous hospitality. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be 
pesenee to our retiring President, Dr. A. M. 

ollock, for the able and impartial manner in 
which he has conducted the deliberations of 
the Society. . 

Dr. Benjamin Lee read a paper on Hooping 
Cough as a Cause of Spinal Caries. 

It was discussed by Dr. J. L. Atlee, and on 
motion was referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 

The President appointed Dr. T. Helsby to 

repare the Report on Medicine; Dr. T. M. 
rysdale, that on Surgery; and Dr. W. B. At- 
kinson, that on Obstetrics. 

The Auditors reported the Treasurer’s ac- 
count correct, and were discharged. 

A bill of $34.14 for stationery, printing, etc., 
was presented by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments and ordered to be paid. 

Dr. W. R. Findley, of Altoona, offered the 
following, which was unanimously adopted :— 

Whereas, This Society has heard of the se- 
vere and serious injury sustained by Dr. James 
King, of Pittsburg, a former president and 
valuable member of this body, as also of his 
other painful illness; therefore, 

Resolved, That the sincere sympathy of this 
body, as well as the earnest desire for his 
speedy and complete restoration to healt 
and is hereby expressed. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to 
transmit a copy of this paper to Dr. King. 

On motion of Dr. R. Crawford, of Franklin, 
it was 

Resolved, That the State Medical Society of 
Pennsylvania respectfully invite the physicians 
in the different counties in the State, who have 
not yet organized County Societies, to do so at 
once, that this Society may get their assistance 
and influence in advancing the great interests 
of the profession and the interest of the public 
generally. 

Dr. Stetler offered the following amendments, 
and requested that they be laid over till next 
session :— 

Amend Art. IIT, Sect. 3, of the Constitution, 
as follows: Insert after “delegate,” in the first 
line, from a Society not in delenquence, and 
strike out all in the last line after the word 
‘regulations.’ Compare with Art V, Sec. 9. 

Amend Art. III, Sec. 6, by striking out all 
after the word ‘‘shall’’ in the first line, and all 
after the second “and” in the second line. 

Amend Art. IV, Sec. 2, by striking all from 
the word ‘‘except,’’ in the third line, to the 
word ‘‘years,” inclusive, in the same line. 

Amend by striking out Art. X, and insert 
Ast = as Art. X. Compare with Art IV, 

ec. 4. 
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Amend Art. III, Sec. 1, of the By-Laws, by 
striking out the words ‘‘ Standing Committee,” 
in the first line, and inserting in lieu thereof, 
Committee of Arrangements and Credentials. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson all the County 
Societies that had not reported were granted per- 
mission to send their reports to the Committee 
of Publication within the next three weeks. 

The President, Dr. Pollock, then spoke as 
follows :— 

GentLEMeN:—For the kind manner with 
which you have been pleased to allude to my 
career allow me to return my sincere thanks. 
If I have been successful in the administration 
of office, it has been due more to the intelligence 
of the gentlemen over whom I have had the 
honor to preside. As I had not the opportunity 
of returning my thanks to the Society at the 
time of my election, I now return my most pro- 
found thanks for the honor then conferred upon 
me. If I have been in error in my rulings, or 
harsh in my decisions, believe me it was not 
intentional, but my actions were intended for 
the best interests of the Society. 

The President appointed Drs. T. Green and 
J. L. Atlee to conduct the President-elect to 
the chair. 

Dr. 8. B. Kieffer, President-elect, on taking 
the chair, was cordially received by the retiring 
President, and replied, thanking the Society for 
the honor, etc. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson thanks were ten- 
dered the Commissioners of Cumberland county 
for the use of the court-room. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 

In the evening a large number of members 
and ladies assembled at the annual dinner, at 


‘| the Bentz house, where, after the delicacies had 


been fully discussed, speeches and toasts were 
the order of the hour, until the morn was 
ushered in by crow of cock. 

It was the unanimous sentiment that no 
meeting of the Society had ever been so enjoy- 
able and productive of so much good feeling. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF TOMPKINS 
COUNTY, NEW YORK. 


The meeting of the Tompkins County Medi- 
cal Society, at Ithaca, N. Y., June, 18th, was 
well attended, and more than usually interest- 
ing. A number of cases of disease were re- 
ported, which were discussed by various mem- 
bers, and Drs. Rightmier and White read valua- 
ble and well-written papers. The paper by Dr. 
Sackett, being upon public hygiene, was re- 
quested for publication, and is printed at length 
in an Ithaca paper. Although principally of 
local interest it is none the less important and 
useful. This is a legitimate and essential direc- 
tion in which physicians of intelligence can ex- 
ert their influence. 

The officers for the current year are :—Wm. 
Fitch, President; 8. P. Sackett, Vice-Presi- 
dent; M. M. Brown, Treasurer; S. H. Peck, 
Librarian; Secretary (omitted in report); and 
Drs. Peck, White, Davis, Farrington and Fitch, 
Censors. 
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Periscope. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


The Symptoms and Causes of Nerve Exhaus- 
tion. 


From an article in the Medical Press and 
Circular, of May, by Dr. C. H. F. Routs, of 
London, we make the following extract :— 


The symptoms of exhaustion of nervous 
power are general debility, great excitability 
of manner, want of proper sleep, suscepti- 
bility of taking cold, neuralgia with various 
— of intensity, eruptions over the 

y, often of acne, eczema, and inability 
to walk even short distances without fatigue, 
—_ nervousness, starting at the 
slightest noise readily, want of virile power, 
sick headache and backache, or sometimes a 
creeping sensation down the spine, loss of 
appetite, irritability of woe loss of 
memory, with a great sense of being obliged 
to force the brain to remember. This loss 
of memory is often so marked, and more 
especially in present circumstances as op- 

to those of the past, as to give rise to 
the greatest embarrassment. ile a per- 
son is speaking the whole train of thoughts 
may be lost and not be again recovered for 
hours. A person may go to fetch something 
in a neighboring room, and on arrival there 
forget what he went for. There is also often 
an inability to fix the attention on any one 
subject, or to reading. It is not unusual in- 
such cases to find an undue exaltation of 
some peculiar talent or property of the mind 
in a different direction or one totally opposed 
to former hobbies. A dull man becomes a 
poet, a good-natured, amiable man becomes 
subject to ungovernable fits of temper, a 
temperate man craves for ardent drink, and 
so on. The’ equilibrium of the brain no 
longer exists, and its function can no longer 
be regularly performed. In most of these 
cases there is an abundance of phosphates 
passed by the urine. Very rarely indeed do 
nocturnal emissions occur. When they do 
occur they are invariably followed by an 
exacerbation of all the symptoms, especially 
of the exhaustion and headache. Lastly, 
copious night sweats may occur, and the 
= exercise brings on copious diapho- 
resis. ‘ 

If the case goes on it assumes more melan- 
choly characters. Want of sleep brings its 
concomitants. The patient becomes ex- 
tremely depressed and unhappy about him- 
self, ery little makes him sob and weep. 
Hypochondriac to a degree, life is a perfect 
burden, and frequently the disease culmi- 
nates in suicide. The case of a remarkably 
— man, a judge, who of late perished by 

is own hand, in which most of these symp- 





toms were marked, will be at once recalled 


to the memory, an instructive, but a very 
sad example of overwork. 

I have noticed in some cases that there is an 
undue excitability of the senses. The hear- 
ing, habitually dull, becomes intensely acute, 
so that the noise of a door slamming in the 
streets becomes unbearable ; even a pin may 
be literally heard to fall; the sound of music 
or a loud voice becomes very painful. Then 
the sight becomes alike impressionable. 
Even bright colors are not pleasant to look 
upon. Scent becomes odious, or the reverse, 
and the taste altered, as before stated, from 
its habitual likin The numbing feelings 
the prickings or irritation of the skin, an 
exal hyperesthesia generally appear. 
Occasionally these changes are so marked 
that the patient will invariably allude to 
them as giving him great anxiety. 

There is a striking resemblance in these 
cases of overwork and premature decay to 
those produced by venereal excesses in both 
sexes, more marked in cases of spermator- 
rhoea. In both we have general debility, 
which is muscular as well as intellectual ; 
fatigue, night sweats, languor, heavy, dull 
feeling in head, frequently in the bac , with 
occasionally the same = ay sensation. 
In both the gait-is unsteady. In both the 
memory fails, and in a marked degree. In 
both there is intense nervousness, frequently * 
with palpitation of the heart. Commonly 
insomnia occurs in both; urine deposits 
phosphates in abundance in both; but 
whereas in mental decay from overwork the 
nocturnal emissions are very rare, after 
venereal excesses they may amount to sper- 
matorrheea. Nor can I say I haveever seen 
in cases of mental decay the epileptiform 
convulsions observed in cases of venereal 
excesses. The nearest to these have been 
sudden jerks occurring frequently during 
sleep, and affecting principally one side of 
the Seay. 

_In the case of women, where this mental 
declension exists, especially in early life, I 
have found uterine and vaginal symptoms 
almost invariably present. In a few I have 
found it due to habits of imprudence. In 
the majority the discharges have persisted 
long, and the eye-sight has, on more occa- 
sions than one, deteriorated. In one or two 
cases it seemed to follow hyperlactation. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that over- 
work in these cases, whether mental or 
venereal, or both combined, is the cause of 
this mental declension. I have often been 
struck, however, at the combination of 
these in men occupying high positions, and 
the rapidity with which this continued 
action hastens an unhappy termination. I 
have noticed it especially in old men, gene- 
rals or men of science who marry young 
wives. A strong old hale gentleman be- 
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comes a wreck, perhaps, within the year. 
I know at this momenta man of science, 
whose works are well known and much ap- 
preciated. To see him at bome is to see the 
most miserable man in creation. He is still 
& very active man in his sexual duties, and 
I know acts most unreasonably in this re- 
spect. His wife, more sensible than himself 
in this respect, would restrain him, but to 
no effect. Fancying death imminent every 
day, or quarreling on the slightest provoca- 
tion, are some of his most troublesome 
characteristics. 

This overwork is not confined to persons 
of advanced or middle age. I have seen it 
in children and boys who have been over- 
worked at theirschools. A master or parent 
has been pleased with the precocity of the 
boy, and has worked him to excess. He 
has ‘made much progress, and given great 
evidence of high mental powers as a boy, 
but the young man has been dull and stupid. 
The over-excitement of precocious infants 
has often been followed tubercle of the 
brain or hydrocephalus. This is matter of 
common observation, and it looks very much 
as if the two circumstances were in relation 
of cause and effect. 

Where overwork is combined with worry 
and anxiety the effect is much more rapid 
and complete. 

In older persons the final effect of over- 
work, whether moral or sexual, is, however, 
often the same, softening and insanity. 

These symptoms I believe to be due, in 
many cases, to a deficiency of phosphorus 
. inthe brain. The idea is not mine. 

I was much struck years ago by hearing a 
casual observation made on this subject by 
Dr. Forbes Winslow, whose penetrating 
mind had long seen thisconnection. Many 
forms of mania, he said, were due to a de- 
ficiency of phosphorus in the brain. We 
can understand at once how hard work on 
the one hand, and venereal excesses on the 
other, should produce this result. In vene- 
real excesses the semen, which is rich in 
sem ary rian is evacuated so freely that to be 

ormed the body must draw upon that por- 
tion of its substance which contains most 
pecemhorye. That portion is the brain. 

he food we ordinarily take contains an in- 
sufficient quantity of phosphorus to supply 
adequately this waste. The excitement of 
function also must necessarily exhaust the 
nervine power. 


REVIEWs AND Book NorIces. 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 

—wWe have received :— 

Fourth Annual Report of the Philadelphia 
Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

Announcement of the Medical College of 
Alabama, 1873-74, 





-— 


Reviews and Book. Notices. 
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Special Rules for the Management of In- 
fants during the hot season, recommended 
by the Obstetrical Society of Philadelphia 
to the thoughtful attention of the mothers in 
Philadelphia. 


——Arthur's Magazine, published by T. 
8. Arthur & Son, in this city, is an excellent 
monthly for the ladies—there is none better. 
It has improved greatly of late. In our es- 
timation it is very far superior to Godey’s 
Lady’s Book, which has been so popular for 
many years. Arthur also publishes a splen- 
did magazine for the little ones, entitled The 
Children’s Hour. 

——/Scribner’s Monthly, one of our best ex- 
changes, not only keeps up its interest, but 
improves. Dr. HoLLAND’s story, “ Arthur 
Bonnycastle,”’ is excellent, and grows in in- 
terest. The Editor’s Department is particu- 
larly good, and will be generally appreciated 
by physicians. The illustrations are of a 
high order, and the illustrated articles on 
Western Explorations are of thrilling inte- 
rest. Scribner & Co., New York. $4 a year. 
REPORTER and Scribner, $8. 


BOOK NOTICES. 
Transactions of the Medical Society of the State 
of New York. For the year 1872. Albany, 


1873. pp. 484. 


The contents of this volume include the 
minutes, the annual address by Dr. W. C. 
Wey, on Medical Responsibility and Mal- 
practice; on Mania Transitoria, by Dr. Gro. 
Cook; Malignant Tumor of the Orbit, by 
Dr. EDWIN HUTCHINSON ; a Case of Extra- 
Uterine Fetation, by Dr. HARVEY JEWETT; 
Causes of Death after Child-birth, by Dr. J. 
8S. BAILEY; Remarks on the Surgery of 
Childhood, by Dr. J. H. PooLEY; the Pres- 
ent State of Electro-Therapeutics, by Dr. A. 
D. ROCKWELL; Cases in Ophthalmic Prac- 
tice, by Dr. Cuas. E. RIDER; Blepharo- 
plasty, by Dr. H. E. NovEes; Hypertrophy 
of the Under Lip, by Dr. GuRDON Buck; 


‘the True Object of Medical Legislation, by 


Dr. STEPHEN ROGERS; Ovariotomy, by Dr. 
J. F. MINER; the Taxis in Hernia, by Dr. 
C. C. F. Gay; Inversion of the Uterus, by 
Dr. JAMES P. WHITE; Venesection, by Dr. 
A. W. TupPER; Chronic Cystitis, by Dr. 
T. A. Emmett; the Causation of Insanity, 
by Dr. J. P. Gray, ete., and a number of 
obituary notices, with the usual lists of mem- 
bers. i 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. ) from the fund is, however, entirely inade- 
PHILADELPHIA, JULY 5, 1873. quate to the wants of the institution. Ad- 


ditional accommodations are imperatively 








primey - 2 D. G. BRINTON, M. D,, Editors. needed, and the institution has no building 
ocieties and Olinical Reports, Notes ° 
and Observations, Foreign and Domestic Corres- fund. In the language of the report :— 
pondence, News, etc., etc., of general medical in- “The crying want of the hospital now is 
terest, are respectfully solicited. P 

Articles of special importance, such especially as increase of accommodation for in-patients, 
require original experimental research, analysis, | and this can only be given us by a generous 
or observation, will be liberally paid for. P 

public. Thatour claim for publicsympathy 


wp To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, | ig not less than that of the host of appli- 


and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- ‘ 
sion. ‘ cants about us is as certain as that a blind 
WF Subscribers are requested to forward to us | Jaborer or mechanic is as much of a burden 


copies: of newspapers containing reports of Medi- 
cal Society meetings, or other items of special | Upon the commanity as the same man dis- 
ee ad iat ¥ J abled by blast or mill accident. 

e particularly value the prac experience o: 
country practitioners, many of whom possess a “Additional wards are needed for the re- 
eee ne information that rightfully belongs to the ception of house patients, but, as the hos- 
ro on. 
* pital has no building fund, its income being 


The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all respon- 
sibility for statements made over the names of absolutely required for its support, an appeal 


penis me ee must be made to the community for contri- 
butions to erect such wards. Only thirty 
thousand dollars are required, and it is sin- 
cerely hoped that the appeal will not be in 
vain.”’ 

The location of the hospital, on Race 
street, opposite Logan Square, one of the 
finest of our smaller parks, leaves scarcely 
anything to be desired in this respect. 
Architecturally, the building is faulty, and 
it should be replaced by one of proper con- 
struction. This cannot, however, be done 
with the very small amount modestly asked 
for by the Board. 








WILLS’ OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 
The great importance of increasing the 
hospital facilities of Philadelphia, and of 
placing all these institutions on a firm foun- 
dation, gives us a lively interest in whatever 
relates tothem. The hospital accommoda- 
tions of Philadelphia are entirely inadequate 
to the needs of so great a city, especially in 
view of the fact that it is a great centre of 
medical instruction for a whole continent. 
We are glad thata stimulus has recently 
been given to benevolence in this direction, 
and trust that‘it will be kept alive until the 
practical results are commensurate with the} During the past yearsome radical changes 
wants of the public. were made in the organization and appoint- 
We have before us the report of Wills’ | mentsof the hospital. Theoriginal number 
Ophthalmic Hospital for the year 1872. | of four surgeons has been increased to ten, 
This hospital was founded in 1832, by funds | and the service, which was formerly limited 
left by JAMES WILLS, a native of England, | to a quarterly one by each surgeon in rota- 


a member of the Society of Friends, who 
was # well-known grocer, doing business on 
the south side of Chestnut street, between 
Second and Third streets. His will was 
dated May 8th, 1823, and was proved Janu- 
ary 26th, 1825. The fund, which has been 
increased by additional donations and lega- 
cies, now amounts to $217,800, and is invested 


tion, has now been made continuous through- 
out the year, five being on duty on alternate 
days. As aschool for the study of diseases 
of the eye the facilities of this hospital are 
unequaled The surgeons are all well- 
known, some of them distinguished, in their 
specialty, One cannot help wondering why, 
in the repost, the names are alphabetically 





ip pity funds and mortgages, The jacome 


prranged, jpetead pf ip the ordey pf seniority 
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It seems to us that the latter is the sensible 
. and just method of arrangement. The re- 
sults of the year’s labors are summed up as 
follows :— 


In-patients admitted during 1872 
Out-patients do do do 


Total for the year 
Number of operations for the year 

The nativity of the patients was as fol- 
lows :— 

United States, 1622; Ireland, 836; Ger- 
many, 176; England, 144; Scotland, 28; 
Wales, 17; Canada, 11; France, 9; West 
Indies, 5; Sweden, 4; Denmark, 3; South 
America, 2; Italy, 2; Russia, 2; Spain, 1; 
Sandwich Islands, 1; Unknown, 13. Total, 
2876. 

We commend this institution and its 
urgent wants to the practical consideration 
of our readers, who should, at least, use 


their infiuence in its favor. 


<a> 
=> 





PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS. 

The newspapers have had several oppor- 
tunities offered them lately toinveigh against 
the alleged ‘‘ exclusiveness’”’ and “ bigotry ”’ 
of the regular, profession; opportunities 
which various ones of them have improved. 
The action of the Massachusetts State Medi- 
cal Society furnished one of these texts, and 
the remarks upon its decision and sentence 
were by no means flattering to those who 
think as we do. 

Possibly it is not worth while repeating 
what we have so often said in explanation of 
the status of the regular profession with 
respect to irregular physicians. It is pre- 
cisely the same as that which any respectable 
body of homecopathists would, and do, take 
against those who profess to cure by charms, 
witchcraft, and the hocus-pocusof conjuring. 
The same reasons influence both. The edu- 
cated homeopathic physician discounte- 
nances such pretenders, because he believes 
them, as a rule, dangerous, deceitful and 
harmful to society, He cannot deny there 
are occasionally healers of this stamp who 
seem to have an honest faith in their own 
absurdities, But this does not permit him 
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to lend his sanction to their courses; and 
no one dreams of blaming him for it. 

So the regular physician feels, in turn, in 
reference to one practicing the homeopathic 
method. We believe that method involves 
absurdities quite as gross as the tricks of 
Mumbo Jumbo, and we feel in duty bound 
to oppose it, and exhibit its futility. When 
such convictions are so deep in the minds of 
cultivated and honest men, they must act 
upon them, and the objections urged by 
persons who have never studied the matter 
at all, or only one side of it, are not well 
taken. 

The frequent intimation that such opposi- 
tion is prompted only by self-interest, is un- 
worthy the source whence it comes, and ab- 
surd in itself, as it would hold good againsj 
any extension of professional associates be- 
yond certain limits, a step not yet dreamed 
of in this country. 

Why will not the better class of editors 
acknowledge that, if any such motives as we 
have above mentioned are unusual, at 
any rate societies, clubs and unions of all 
kinds have the right of selecting their mem- 
bers, and are not obliged to admit or retain 
those repugnant to them ? 


a> 
=> 


NoTEes AND COMMENTS. 
German Preparation for Cholera. 

In pursuance of the recommendations of 
Dr. Hirsch and Dr. von Pettenkofer, the 
German Federal Council agreed to the fol- 
lowing resolutions, at a meeting held on 
April 29th. 1. For the purpose of a uniform 
and systematic inquiry into the spread of 
cholera and the means of arresting it, a spe- 
cial committee of experts will be formed, 
consisting of five members to be chosen by 
the Federal Council. They will receive 
notice of their election from the imperial 
chancery, through which source, also, the 
committee will be summoned and the presi- 
dent nominated. When employed in places 
distant from their ordinary habitations, they 
will receive traveling expenses and twenty 
marks (about twenty-five shillings) a day. 
2. The duties of the committee shall be: a. 
to form a uniform plan of investigation in 
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case of the appearance of cholera in Ger- 
many; 0. to collect and elaborate the results 
of their inquiries, and to report on the meas- 
ures serviceable for combating cholera; c. 
to undertake or institute special local re- 
searches during the prevalence of cholera. 
8, The cost of the labors of the Committee 
will be borne by the State, provided that 
the charges are first approved by the imperial 
chancery. Any labors carried out inde- 
pendently by district medical officers and 
physicians in the individual States, in fur- 
therance of the general plan, will not be paid 
for out of the imperial funds. 4. The va- 
rious authorities of the Bund are desired to 
communicate to their district medical officers 
and physicians the plan as approved by the 
imperial chancery, and to send to the chan- 
cery the reports, etc., which they may ob- 
tain, that they may be communicated to the 
committee. 





A Scrap of History. 

The Chemist and Druggist, in a late edi- 
torial, acknowledges the indebtedness of 
science to Paracelsus in these words :— 

“This gentleman, who was born in 1493, 
seemed to carry with him into the sixteenth 
century a judgment and experience ma- 
tured by an acquaintance with the practice 
and theories of the nineteenth. He treated 
the schools of physic then in existence with 
the scorn and gidicule which probably they 
well deserved, and he went about adminis- 
tering the then almost unknown medicines, 
antimony, opium, and mercury, with such 
skill and judgment, that his cures and his 
fame as a@ physician soon spread all over 
Europe, without the aid of newspapers, 
while these medicines, which he may be 
said to have introduced, have maintained 
almost exactly the reputation which he as- 
signed to them even unto this day. Such 
an extraordinary instance of a man living 
before his time is hardly on record in any 
branch of learning.”’ 





Substitutes for Tea. 

The Agricultural Bureau brings maté into 
the question, and by comparative analysis 
proves that yupon, mated, and tea and coffee 
all contain thein. Matd is a Peruvian weed, 
largely indulged in by Indians and half- 
breeds. It is concocted in a small silver 
porringer, with a tight lid and a small spout, 
which spout goes the rounds of the blackened 
mouths of the maté-sucking circle. It isa 


. 
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great breach of etiquette in Peru to refuse to 
take matt on such conditions. 

The last proposition is to supplant tea and 
coffee by ‘‘ yupon,”’ and the proposition also 
comes from the National Department of 
Agriculture. ‘“ Yupon”’ is an Indian word, 
and the plant itself is the cassine yupon, the 
Jlex cassina, a diuretic, and in large quan- 
tities emetic. It was used by the aborigines 
and also by the “‘ poor white folks ’’ in former 
days. 





Publishing Cures. 

We have received several newspapers lately 
containing sensational accounts of cures and 
operations performed by physicians, and in- 
serted evidently for advertising purposes. 
One of the most barefaced specimens is from 
Altoona, in this State. The public should 
know there is no more certain proof of a phy- 
sician’s lack of capacity, than the necessity 
he is under to use this plan of seeking 
practice. 





The Phosphide of Zinc. 

Dr. Routu, of London, says :— 

A very elegant preparation of phosphorus 
is the phosphide of zinc. My experience 
with this medicine is very extensive. I 
have never known it to produce the least 
unpleasant effect, and have rarely been dis- 
appointed in obtaining the full results to be 
expected from phosphorus in correspond- 
ing doses. 

The chemical formula of phosphide of 
zinc is 6Zn;, and consequently one grain re- 
presents a little more than 1-7th of a grain 
of phosphorus. The proper dose is, there- 
fore, 1-7th of a grain. I usually prescribe it 
in cerebral congestion according to the fol- 
lowing prescription. 

k. Zinci phosphidi, gr. iij.; 
Ros. conserv. q.s. ut fiant, pill xxx. 
Dose, 1, ter die. 

Instead of the conserve of roses, gr. x. of 
ext. nucis vomice may be substituted if 
strychnia is required. 

————_ ore 


News AND MIscELLANY. 


The Vienna Medical Society and Foreign Prac- 
titioners. 


At a recent meeting of the Medical Society 
of Vienna, it was unanimously resolved, on 
the proposal of Dr. Jurié, as an expression 
of hospitable feeling, that foreign medical 
practitioners -visiting Vienna during the 
exhibition should be invited to attend the 
meetings of the Society. 
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Present to Sir William Gull. 


Recently Dr. Conneau and Dr. Baron 
Corvisart waited upon Sir William Gull and 

resented him, on the part of the Empress 

ugenie, with a costly gold box, bearing the 
imperial — diamond. This memento, 

resented by the Empress through Sir Wil- 

am Gull’s French colleagues, in recogni- 
tion of his services, is all the more precious» 
because the box contains a pair of sleeve links 
worn by the late Emperor Napoleon. 


Prizes Awarded. 


The Boylston medical prizes of Harvard 
University for 1873 have been awarded to 
David F. Lincoln, M. D., of Boston, for a 
dissertation on “ Electro-Therapeutics ;”’ 
and to W. C. Dabney, M. D., of Charlottes- 
ville, Va., for a dissertation on ‘* The Value 
of Chemistry to the Medical Practitioner.’’ 


A Medical Papyrus. 


Mr. G. Ebers, a distinguished Egpytolo- 
gist, has purchased at Thebes a remarkable 
sacred medical papyrus. Its 155 pages treat 
of most maladies of the flesh from an Egyp- 
tian point of view. More reliance is placed 
on exorcisms than medicines. 


The Late Baron Liebig. 


The German Chemical Society, at a meet- 
ing on April 28th, unanimously decided to 
take steps to raise a worthy memorial of 
‘Liebig. A committee was formed to carry 
out the object proposed. 


Indian Wit. 


The Modocs seem to have taken a hint 
from their pale-face brethren, and are pre- 
‘pared to advance the plea of insanity in de- 
fence of Captain Jack. The distinguished 
murderer is reported to have conducted 
himself in the most approved fashion, sit- 
ting apart, plunged: in moody thought, and 
unapproachable by his own relatives. 


—The Sultan of Turkey retains the exclu- 
sive services of a lady-physician, a New 
Hampshire lady, who graduated in Phila- 
delphia, to attend the females and children 
of his household. 


—Dr. Francis T. Stribling, Superintendent 
of the Virginia Western Lunatic Asylum, 
refuses to accept an increase of his salary, 
which was recently voted him by the Board 
of Visitors. 

—Dr. David Page Smith, of Springfield, 
Mass., was nominated to the corporation of 
Yale College for the professorship of ‘‘ The 
Theory and Practice of Medicine,” recently 
vacated by Professor Ives. 


—Dr. A. W. K. Newton, of Boston, has 
been made very ill by blood-poisoning re- 
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ceived in asurgical operation in a case of 
diseased - ' 


bone. 
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—The Boston University school of medi. 
cine will open Wednesday, Nov. 5th. Dr. I. 
T. Talbot will be the dean of the faculty. 


—Dr. Von Dollinger has been appointed 
to succeed Baron Liebig as President of the 
Bavarian Academy of Sciences. 

6342 ——— 
QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Books. 

Dr. D. W. J., of Maine.—1. “ Doctors and Patients” 
has not been republished in this country. Its price 
is, we believe, six shillings, sterling. 2. We cannot 
say which is the best work on Practice. We like 
NigMEYER’s more than any other. 3. Dr. FLint’s 
Practice recommends avery moderate use of stimu- 
lants. 

—_——_ Oooo 


MARRIAGES. 


Dean—NEwMAN.—In Brattleboro, Vermont, June 
8d, by Rev. Wm. L. Jenkins, Dr. Henry A. Dean, of 
a Mass., and Miss lda A. Newman, of Brattle- 

oro. 


GuEERERO—PoTTER.—March 6th, 1873, by the Rev* 
Dr. Wilbur F. Paddock, Protestant Episcopal 
Church, afterward by C. J. H. Carter,Vicar General 
Roman Catholic Church, Dr. F. Benicio de Guerrero, 
of Nicaragua, and Henrietta A., daughter of Henry 
C. Potter, of Philadelphia. 


Munn—THAYER.—At Binghampton, New ioe 
June 18th, by Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, James Tredwel 
Munn, of New York, and Miss Hattie T. Thayer, 
daughter of Dr. O. V. Thayer, of Binghampton. 


Prerrer—Perry.—June 25th, 1873, at St. Mark’s 
Church, Philadelphia, by the Rev. Dr. E. A. Hoif- 
man, William Pepper, M.D., and Frances Sergeant, 
daughter of the late Christopher Grant Perry, of 
Newport, K. I. 


THOMPSON—WILLIAMS.—At Lake, George, June 
15th, by Rev. Samuel Biggin, Dr. V.. Thompson, of 
New York city, and Miss Nellie T. Williams, daugh- 
ter of Capt. Charlies 8. Williams, of Berkley, Mass. 


Woopv—May.—June 18th, 1873, at Zion Church, 
Palmyra, N. Y., by Rev. John G. Webster, William 
H.Wood, of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Elizabeth Thayer, 
youngest daughter of the late Wm. T. May, M.D., 
of Palmyra. 


Woopwarp — McDowzLL.—June 24th, 
Washington Square M. E. Church, New York, by 
Rev. Wm. P. Abbott and Rev. John Parker, Alvin 
M. Woodward, M. D., and 1 4 E., daughter of 
Thomas McDowell, Esq., all of that city. 


at the 


DEATHS, 


Barnett.—At Marysville, California, January 
23d, 1873, Enoch Edward Barnett, of Crawfordsville. 
Indiana. Dr. Barnett was widely known an 
highly esteemed for his professional ability. 


Bgeauzes.—At her residence, in New York, June 
22d, 1878, in her 68th year, Dolores Soto, wife of John 
C. Beales, M.D. 

BERTOLETT.—On May 20th, of dilatation of the 
— Dr. David K. Be:tolett, at Washingtonville, 

oO. 

Haxrrayn.—In Wilmington, Del., June 18th, John 
Harlan, M.D., aged 22 years. 

MoGratsH.—In this city, June 4th, Robert Mc- 
Grath, M.D., in the 67th year of his age. 

VaiL.—At Johnsonsburg, N.J., June 13th, Sarah 
Locke, wife of Dr. William P. Vail, aged 66 yeurs. 

WEYER.—March 30th, 1872, J. A. Weyer, M.D., of 
Pownattan, O., in the 65th year of his age. 





